Before You Import That Dog
By ‘Funso akin-amuwa 
Over the years, Nigerians have volunteered very little faith in the quality of products 'Made in Nigeria'. It has become our attitude to impulsively think that the imported option is superior and sealed-sure guaranteed to give better value for money. I really think there are compelling arguments to be advanced in favor of this disposition. However I still believe that there are several items we have no business constantly sourcing from abroad at this time of our development. I look around me and I observe a new crop of many Nigerian entrepreneurs that are adept at their ventures acquiring the required expertise and paying attention to all the details that will ensure world class products.  Frankly, it is our lack of cognizance for finer and deeper considerations that reflects on the poor quality of our outputs.  

With regard to dogs, the scenario is actually has some peculiarities, and this article merely seeks to highlight those unique points as well as offer some recommendations. Since there is not yet a single kind of purebred dog that is 'Made in Nigeria', the natural alternative then should be to import. Most breeds of dogs are usually associated with a particular country where they may have originated. As a result, other parts of the world have to look mostly in the direction of that country especially for the influential bloodlines, which carry the original characteristics envisaged by the founding fathers of that breed. Of course, for breeds that have been around over decades or centuries, quality may yet be found in many other countries especially from reputable breeders who have largely done a remarkable job. Thus quality has no boundaries; there are good and bad dogs everywhere. Quality is wherever you find it, and it may be ironic but not uncommon to find awful representatives of a particular breed even in the country of its origin.

The important thing to bear in mind is that you can get fine dogs only from a reputable breeder, who will usually subscribe to a personal and/or institutional code of ethics, regardless of what part of the world he is located. The set goals of a breeder and how he has worked towards them with success or failure are very pertinent indeed. For instance, those who want to buy show quality dogs should not be looking in the direction of a strictly working dog breeder. 

Another point to consider when prospecting to import a purebred dog is that, because you are importing, it is seldom the case that you will get the best options, even where they are available.  In most cases and in order to preserve certain bloodlines, many breeders will not export their very best dogs outside their countries. It is also only natural that a resident of the export country prospecting to buy the same puppy as you will stand a better chance, given that he is actually on ground. This is especially true when you are dealing with the country that has originated the breed. For instance, the very best rottweilers may still be found in Germany; I believe it was Felicia Luburich (Srigo Rottweilers, USA) that once said, that if you have not been to Germany to observe the kind of rotties that are there, you actually ain’t seen them yet
.  

Concerning imports into this country, the combination of words that come to mind at this point is 'beware, beware, and beware!!!' Most people involved in the importation of dogs into this country, either do not have a clue about what they are doing, or are just plainly exploiting the ignorance of their customers to sell them a bill of goods. It is very apparent that most of these guys patronize backyard breeders abroad, so that what they bring in are no better than the rubbish that is already being ‘produced locally.  The truth of the matter is that it costs a lot of money to import deliberately pure dogs, and the prices at which most of the imports I see around are being sold easily point to the direction they are coming from. No one will sell you good quality dogs for cheap, except of course the breeder is your first cousin!!! Do not think it is your lucky day and that you have struck a bargain. Over 90% of the times, that robust puppy that you have imported from a suspect source will grow into a living nightmare.   However, it is also not exclusively about how much you pay. Paying a higher price may be an indication that the quality is there. However this is not necessarily the case. Your lack of information (or those of your vendor) about the dog market may be the only reason you are paying so much, and not necessarily indicative of good quality.

Unfortunately, most folks in this county believe that once it is imported, it has to be a good dog. What I will say is that 'imported' is not a magic word!! In time, good quality purebred puppies will begin to be available in this country. However, we may yet be compelled to import every now and then in order to expand our bloodlines. If you must import, you will need to juxtapose several considerations, and I have tried to enumerate some of them below; 

· Specify what you want from the dog you intend to buy; breeding, working, pet, or show quality. This should be the first consideration which will guide you through the rest. 

· Know the breed standard of the dog you intend to import as thoroughly as possible. Where necessary seek clarification from those who know. 
· Know the breeder you may be buying from. Pay particular attention to his track record as well as his breeding goals, and how he has actualized them. 

· Know the dam and sire of your dog/puppy. More importantly get copies of their pedigree and health papers, and try to do some research on them where possible. 

· Believe it or not you need not go through a local puppy/dog broker to buy. In a situation where you can’t physically be at the breeder’s country, you can identify and explore prospects through the internet, communicate with them, and then have someone trusted based in the country of export assist you with finalizing the deal. I am talking from experience here. 

· Do not be in a hurry to settle for just anything. In certain cases you may have to wait quite a while to get the puppy or dog of your dreams. 

· Be ready to part with good money. Remarkable dogs do not come cheap!!! 

· In line with the current practice of permanently identifying dogs, you will be better off settling for an option that has been so set apart by means of a tattoo or microchip. This will go a long way in assisting you in validating the papers that came with the dog. 

Hopefully, you will find that you will eventually end up with a much better dog that will be a pleasure to you or even help expand our almost non existent gene pool in this country. 
Best wishes as you try.
