Some Local Misconceptions About The Rottweiler.  

By ‘Funso akin-amuwa 
Dog breed standards are generally an attempt to describe what an ideal or perfect specimen should look and behave like.  However, over the years I have been involved, I have found that while it is one thing to read up a standard, understanding it is another kettle of fish.  It certainly does not help that most of us tend to view our own dogs through rose-coloured glasses, which lends us a biased predisposition.

That may have been one of the reasons why the American Rottweiler Club (ARC) sponsored and published an illustrated standard for the breed incorporating a vivid portrayal of commonly seen faults juxtaposed against the correct or ideal structure for individual physical features. This has gone a long way in helping rottie enthusiasts marry their inherent bias or lack of comprehension with the actual ‘mind-set’ of the scripted standard.  You should buy a copy of this illustrated standard if you want to do any good with this breed.  This publication has been reproduced in ‘The World of Rottweilers’ by Anna Katherine Nicholas. 

Interpreting the standard (conformation and temperament) is an on-going and lifetime affair, so I am most certainly still on my own learning curve here.  However, I feel qualified enough to address local folks who have hastily concluded they know the rottweiler very well, including those who may have several misconceptions about the breed. 
This article is styled in a Q & A-format.  While not exhaustive, I think there is something in there for everyone in these parts to learn; I certainly did learn some new stuff as I prepared it.  I will recommend that you get more familiar with both the AKC and FCI/ADRK standards (which are available on this website) as well as the ARC-sponsored illustrated standard of the breed which I mentioned earlier.
What is a purebred rottweiler? 
A purebred dog is a dog of known quality and ancestry, with both parents as well as ancestors belonging to the same breed for several generations. Consequently they are so classified as a particular breed by virtue of their common physical conformation, function or utility value and probably most importantly, their common ancestry.  The rottweiler has been bred without the introduction of genetic materials from other dogs for over a hundred years now. It is one of the most natural breeds around today (that evolved with very limited artificial interference from man) and so has maintained a more consistent purity than many other breeds.
So it means rotties have to be 100% pure? 
Yes 100% pure in lineage up to several generations back. However there is no such thing as a 100% (perfect) dog anywhere in the world. Even breed standards may often be regarded as not 100% despite the fact that they are supposed to describe a perfect specimen of the breed. One must recall that they were written by human beings and therefore may sometimes be regarded as some appointed set of people's subjective but informed opinion about how the breed should look at a particular period in history. It is not uncommon that standards are periodically revised. In the USA, the AKC revised the rottweiler breed standard first in 1979, and then again in 1990 to bring it closer to the FCI/German/ADRK standard.  Breeders merely try to reproduce the breed standard on their dogs within the context of their breeding philosophy and the results are that they may come as close as possible or not quite so. As a result of inefficient breeding, dogs may be purebred, and yet lack breed type.  Conversely, a rottweiler that by some perverse twist in genetics does have appreciable type and essence, but lacking in 100% lineage up to several generations back (with valid pedigree papers) may not be considered as purebred.

That means a rottweiler can look bad and still be purebred? 
Certainly!  Like I have observed, inefficient breeding may lead to mediocre puppies being born, or puppies that completely lack breed type. An albino with Negro parents is still an African. It is merely the coming together of recessive albino genes from his parents that gave rise to his condition of a lack of pigmentation. He remains a purebred Negro and may yet produce absolutely pigmented offspring.  In dog parlance, human interference through selective breeding will classify dogs fitting similar circumstances as pet quality, so that they may not partake in reproducing the next generation.  It is this kind of approach that has been adopted to preserve the purebred nature of most breeds.      

. 

If a purebred rottweiler may actually be less than perfect then no one should be penalized for breeding bad-looking dogs? 
I agree, but only after we will all return to the jungle age first; where anything and everything is allowed and there is no need to pursue the ideal or try to put some order in our endeavours!  It is in order to harmonize the attributes of a breed that documents are written to describe ideal traits, while responsible breeders are required to do the mental work required towards realizing results as close to the ideal as possible; there is no room for flimsy excuses. 

Okay, so what's the overall essence of a rottweiler? How would you describe one? 
I certainly cannot describe one better than the breed standards which have been included in this website.  I can tell you a few things though; being big, black and tan alone does not qualify a dog to be a rottweiler.  A dog with a doberman-like or mastiff-like structure is certainly not to be considered as a true representative of the breed. I can also tell you that ownership of a rottie calls for immense responsibilities, due to traits possessed by the breed including their size, sheer strength and determined nature.  I find that many people in this country want rottweilers for the wrong reasons; everyone wants to cash in on their popularity and breed; as a status symbol is another common one.
How immense a responsibility is that? 
The typical rottweiler is a dog that is pretty sure of himself to the verge of aloofness. He knows his capabilities, and is also aware of his intimidating size and strength. Yet he is still very happy to live a regimented life as enforced by an individual who is surer of himself and appears to be constantly in control of the situation. If left untended, he may plan a coup and attempt to become your master. The way to achieving this control is to spend quality time with your dog daily and socialize him very well. You must also give him obedience training which helps in creating an atmosphere of order in your rottweiler's mind. If you cannot provide the foregoing you will most certainly be better off with another breed that will overlook your carelessness or better still a pot of hibiscus flowers. Irresponsible ownership is half of what has given the rottweiler a bad image in many countries of the world; the other half of the equation is irresponsible production of puppies without proper attention to temperament considerations.

So a rottweiler is not a killer dog then? 
Certainly not, never mind the bad press!  That’s especially when you are not an intruder into my property at 2am in the morning!!!  A rottweiler with a correct temperament is supposed to be highly discerning and not some lunatic dog that is completely out of control.  Unfortunately, most people in this country think it is a lunatic (aggressive) dog they want………right until the time they own one!!!  Like I mentioned earlier, when properly raised, the true rottweiler is the best dog breed in the world. However when you fail to give him the required obedience training or discipline, he is like a time bomb waiting to explode!  When properly researched, stories of rottweilers maiming or killing people are rooted in irresponsible breeding or ownership.

So a rottweiler can actually kill? Why would anyone want to keep a dog that kills? 
So why would anyone want to invade my property at 2am; he probably came for a cup of tea!!! I certainly will not complain if my rottweilers tear up your intestines when you have broken into my property with the aim of tearing mine. The last kind of dog I need under those circumstances is one I cannot trust with my life and who will take cover on hearing gunshots or welcome the visitors with the latest dance steps. If I wanted dogs that will be all noise and no action, I may just as well get a dozen canaries. 

I guess you are right, but is it okay to have them around children? 
I can tell you from experience that rottweilers will get along with kids just fine and are actually fond of them. However they tend to play very rough, and may sometimes misinterpret the sudden movement and shrill noise from your kids as those from a prey. I will recommend early and regular socialization with kids.  Most guard/working breeds with prey drive should NEVER be left unattended with children!!! After all said and done, you are still dealing with an animal, and it will be the most reckless of wishful thinking on your part to imagine that he will understand that your child is not a prey. You must however encourage your kids to interact with the dog under your strict supervision. They may also be involved in giving him obedience training. This helps the dog to see the child as both a member of the family, and belonging to a higher level than him (the dog) in the pack. 

What is the pack? 
Dogs are instinctively pack animals i.e. they view there immediate environment incorporating both people and other dogs or animals as some kind of organization with a head (the Alpha), a second in command, a third in command, etc. Your rottweiler needs to be shown his place as belonging at the bottom of the pack, below your children and every other human member of the household. You can achieve this like I said through obedience training, proper socialization and a consistent enforcement of discipline; not allowing him to get away with some negative behavior today, and then trying to prevent the same behavior tomorrow. Consistency is the name of the game and your rottweiler is smart enough to sense your lack of direction, and utter inability to get a grip on things. Where this is the case, he will promptly try to become the Alpha, and that is where the big issues begin.
So what do I look out for in a puppy? 
Look out for a puppy with a friendly, confident disposition and an outgoing temperament. Excessive shyness or aggressiveness at puppy age is usually associated with weak nerves or immense sharpness, which are traits that are foreign to a typical rottweiler. Both shyness and viciousness are actually disqualifying traits for rottweilers.
By the way are they born with tails? 
Most rottweilers are born with normal tails that are docked a few days after birth. According to some commentaries, in very rare cases, they are born with a very short tail, called the bob tail. I certainly have never seen this kind.  The AKC standard requires that tails be docked at the first or second vertebrate, even though long tails are allowed. Docking of tails has been stopped in Germany since the late 1990s. Tail docking is also no longer popular in most parts of Europe and dog cultures following FCI regulations. The arguments for and against tail docking is a subject for another article.  The Animal rights groups are basically those behind the anti-docking campaign for several breeds including the rottweiler. Hence most of their arguments are based on humane considerations. Personally, I do not dock my puppies because I breed according to the FCI standard.  I have nothing against docking though, and will do it in certain cases.

Are there really three (3) kinds of head structure? 
There is only one correct head structure for dog and bitch with very slight differences presupposed by sex.  The ratio of skull to muzzle is 3:2, with a depth of stop that is more pronounced in males than females, but certainly not so conspicuous as to appear ‘domey’ or too blocky. A lack of any depth of stop also should not be tolerated. A dobermann-like head is certainly as faulty as a mastiff-like head with too much loose skin (wetness). 
So what else do I need to know? 
This piece is not intended to tell you all you need to know. Actually, I do not know all you need to know. I have merely touched on a few salient areas, and tried to wet your appetite and inspire you to consult both the standards as well as the illustrated standards. Doing a bit of research on your own will actually aid you in learning better.
Okay. I still need to ask just one more thing though..what are the differences between German and American Rottweilers? 
I figured you were going to ask that. There is only one rottweiler!!! There is absolutely nothing like American rottweilers or German rottweiler.  All rottweilers trace their roots back to Germany and a close look at both the AKC and FCI standards show several similarities and minimal differences. 
  

When folks talk about differences in German and American rotties, what I think they actually mean is German-bred versus American-bred rottweilers. There are differences in the breeding regimes that have been adopted by both countries with the Germans having and enforcing stricter rules and conditions, while the AKC philosophy allows anyone to breed and register a litter in the USA as long as the parents of the puppies are also AKC-registered. This has tended to lead to better quality rottweilers coming in from Germany.  Having said this, there are many breeders in the USA as well with inspiring breeding programs that have produced many outstanding dogs. Some will say quality is wherever you find it, and I tend to agree. It is however very instructive, that most American breeders of rottweilers tend to turn in the direction of Germany, whenever they are looking to improve on, or expand their bloodlines. The presence of the United States Rottweiler Club (USRC) as distinct from the American Rottweiler Club (ARC) in the US must also be taken note of. They have practices and procedures strictly modeled or fashioned after those of the Germans/ADRK.
