Dog Papers: Actual Meaning and Relevance
By ‘Funso akin-amuwa 
One of the most misunderstood concepts in Nigerian dog circles is ‘papers’. Much to my chagrin, I often hear folks in this country refer to all sorts of inappropriate documents as a dog’s papers. 
Notorious among the lot are the vaccination certificate and air freight document, which usually accompany dogs that are imported into the country except they have been smuggled in. In their bid to impress their prospective buyers, most dog vendors will not only present these as proof that the animal is imported, but also as documents verifying his identity. In a worse variation of the fraud, all sorts of documents are forged and presented as ‘papers’. 

This is why I feel the need to point out the actual documents that make up a dog’s papers, so that those who wish to procure an imported dog may know what to look out for. An imported dog/puppy should be shipped into this country with the following documents;

(a) A veterinary health certificate, indicating that such an animal is current on all relevant vaccinations, notably rabies.
(b) A birth and/or registration certificate, issued by the highest authority for dogs or the breed in the export country i.e. the kennel club or parent/recognized  breed club e.g. the American Kennel Club (AKC) or the United States Rottweiler Club (USRC)
(c) A certificate indicating that the dog/puppy has been permanently identified by means of a tattoo or microchip. The reference number must be quoted on this document, which is your best bet for validating the identity of your dog by attaching all of his other papers to him.
(d) A certified (export) pedigree from an authority such as the ones above. This document shows you the ancestors of your dog up to at least three generations and may sometimes stretch as far back as seven (7) generations or more. It is probably the most important paper when you are aspiring to breed with the dog.
(e) Health clearances for the dog (if he is an adult) or those of his dam and sire (parents) if he is a puppy. Common among such papers are those grading your dog’s (or his parents’) hips or elbow (for hip or elbow dysplasia) those certifying the eyes free of genetic defects such as entropion and ectropion, etc. For a breeder, these will give you an idea about the probabilities you may be dealing with regarding some of the obvious genetic shortcomings/surpluses of your dog’s bloodline.

(f) And more recently, a certificate verifying the DNA identity/profile of the dog.  

The above documents will go a long way in ensuring that you end up with a ‘good’ dog. However it must be pointed out that the fact that a dog has all of these papers alone does not necessarily lend him a classification of ‘good’. ‘Good’ in this context is relative to your particular purpose. Furthermore, as a result of paper fraud which is a worldwide phenomenon, one may also have to make a personal judgment call based on the animal’s physical conformity as well as temperament weighed against the papers claims.

Also while, for example, a working bloodline German Shepherd may not be roundly penalized for having certain ‘faults’ as long as he has all the required drives, you will have to entertain a more pronounced consideration for conformity if you or your breeding/ownership goals place heavy emphasis on show or physical appearance. 

Furthermore because of factors such as the workings of genetics, and especially with relatively younger breeds (such as the boerboel whose formal breeding against a written standard breeding began only in 1983) you will often see a purebred dog that is a poor representative of its breed. Poor breeding (bad pairing and mis-match, unscientific approach, etc.) may yet result in mediocre purebred puppies/dogs. 

On the other hand, a dog without these documents especially the key ones, gives you no indication of his ancestry or heritage. There are several purebred dogs in this country whose owners unfortunately refused to request for their papers at the time of purchase.  In this case, nothing further compels you to acknowledge that they are actually purebred or that they will be able to pass on their good looks or temperament when bred. We are all witnesses to the mess we have plunged ourselves into, having ‘produced’ puppies for several years without subscribing to proper documentation. 

Now is the time to get that mop, and do some cleaning up.
